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Up above was fog,
down below was a cloud of dust

Launched and organized by Anadolu Kiiltiir, the project Up above was fog, dqun below was a
cloud of dust has been curated by visual artists Golnar Tabibzadeh and Merve Unsal.

Formulated as a context in which artists would be able to exchange their ideas and to foster
networks of communication, Up above was fog, down below was a cloud of dust is a collaborative
project. The 15 artists came together in Istanbul for three intense days in October 2019,
negotiating what it means to participate collaboratively in the fragile circumstances of their
respective geographic coordinates. The group came together once again for a week in late
January 2020 to settle into the two exhibition floors at Depo, discussing and working together
to define and negotiate the methodologies and representations of an exhibition.

This process-driven group effort was initially launched with thoughts of mutual healing. In
considering landscapes as bodies, considering the land as an expansion of the body including
and involving the landscape, the artists have been dealing with the ever-slippery task of
speaking to and outside of spatial and temporal constructs.

The connections forged between the artists are attempts to create microcosms of dialogue
that could relate to and inspire dialogues elsewhere. Claiming geographic delineations as a
strength, the artists have been seeking to work with and through expectations.

For two months, Depo will be hosting the records, remnants and artifacts of this process in an
expanded definition of an exhibition. The project has hopes of appropriating the topography of
the uncertain times to maybe achieve moments and situations of affinity and generosity.

The project is organized by Anadolu Kiiltlir and realized by financial contributions of
Goethe-Institut Istanbul and Tehran, and support of Chrest Foundation for travel,
accommodation and subsistence related expenses.
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Yukarida sis asagida toz bulutu

Yukarida sis asagida toz bulutu Anadolu Kiiltir ydriticiliginde, gorsel sanatcilar Golnar
Tabibzadeh ve Merve Unsal kiiratorliglinde devam eden, stire¢ odakl bir proje.

Sanatgilarin fikirlerini paylasabilecegi ve yeni iletisim aglari olusturabilecegi bir ortam yaratmak
amaciyla olusturulmus olan Yukarida sis asagida toz bulutu, yontem olarak isbirligine
odaklantyor. 15 katilimei, Ekim 2019’da iic giin boyunca istanbul’da bir araya gelerek cografi
koordinatlarin kirilgan kosullarinda is birligi icinde calismanin ne demek oldugunu mizakere
etmeye basladi. Ocak 2020'nin son glinlerinde grup tekrar bulusarak Depo’nun iki katina
yerlesti ve sergileme alanlarinda kullanilan yontemleri merkeze alan bir durum kurguladi.

Bu siire¢ odakli calismanin cikis noktasi birlikte iyilesme potansiyelleri. Araziyi beden olarak
distnirken yeri ve topragi bedenin bir uzantisi olarak, bedeni de dahil eden bir sekilde hayal
eden sanatcilar, mekansal ve zamansal yapilandirmalarla ve bu yapilandirmalarin disinda
calismayi 6nemsediler.

Sanatgilar arasinda olusan diyaloglarin kiictik evrenler olusturarak baska yerlerdeki diyaloglarla
iliskilenme ihtimali projenin motivasyonlarindan. Katilimcilar, cografi tanimlari sahiplenerek
beklentilerle birlikte, beklentilerin 6tesinde var olmanin ne demek olabilecegi lizerine birlikte
distniyor.

Depo, iki ay boyunca bu siirecin kayit, kalinti ve yapilarina ev sahipligi yapacak. Yukarida sis
asagida toz bulutu, belirsiz zamanlarin topografisini sahiplenerek yakinlik ve cémertligin
mumkiin oldugu anlarin gerceklesebilecegine dair bir umut tasiyor.

Proje, Anadolu Kiiltiir yuriitiictliigiinde, Goethe-Institut Istanbul ve Tahran'in finansal
destekleri ve Chrest Foundation'in seyahat ve konaklama giderlerine destegi ile
gerceklestirilmistir.

Sanatcilar | Artists: Sara Abri, Hedieh Ahmadi, Serminaz Barseghian, Safak Catalbas, Didem
Erbas, Forough Fami, Ece Gokalp, Gozde llkin, Ayfer Karabiyik, Gelareh_ Kiazand, Reyhaneh
Mehrad, Neda Razavipour, Setareh Shahbazi, Golnar Tabibzadeh, Merve Unsal, Derya Yildiz

Proje Koordinatérii | Project Coordinator: Aysu Arican







